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1. Place puzzlesin a quiet area of the room, out of the main traffic area.

2. Offer two or three puzzles per session. Enhance the puzzle center by placing each
puzzle on a sheet of construction paper, place mat, or carpet square.

3. Store manipulatives such as beads and put-together blocksin their own dishpan/plastic
container. For kindergartners, place a picture or word label on the container showing
the toy and its name.

4. Provide more than one set of the most popular manipulatives.
5. Use puzzles and manipulativesin other learning centers when appropriate.

6. Check to be sure wooden puzzles are free of splinters, sharp edges, toxic paint, and
small piecesthat could be swallowed.

7. Print aword or number on the back of each puzzle piece that matches a word or
number on the back of the corresponding puzzle board. Stray or mixed-up pieces can
then be easily returned to the correct board.

8. Use puzzles that depict realistic objects, animals, and people instead
of fantasy figures. Realistic pictures help reinforce Bible truths.
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9. Store puzzlesin large zip-lock bags to keep the pieces together. niLlfeWay

Biblical Solutions for Life

GUIDELINES

for Puzzle and Manipulative

EXPERIENCES

Guide preschoolers to remove puzze pieces
one at a time and place them to the left of
the board. Working puzzes from left to right
helps devel op reading readiness.

Allow preschoolers to work
at their own speed.

Make puzzes and manipulatives available
for children of differing abilities.

Use Bible story conversation, Bible phrases
and verses, and songs in the center.

Remind preschoolers to complete
the puzzle or put manipulatives back in their
containers before moving to another activity.

Help or encourage another preschooler
to give assistance if a child becomes
frustrated with a puzze.

Change the puzzles and manipul atives often.

Help children work puzzles with questions
such as. “What ismissing?” and “ Where
does the largest piece go?”



